276.   OUR POVERTY
It is to be hoped that the reader has followed the carefully
and ably written articles of Prof. C. N. Vakil which he recently
contributed to this journal on the problem of India's poverty.
Prof. Sam Higginbottom sent me a circular letter propounding the
following four questions:
1.    What are the tests of poverty?
2.   Whether India is richer or poorer today than 25 years ago or
a longer period.
3.    Is poverty in India  general or confined to particular groups?
4.    Causes and remedies.
As a layman I could but give my evidence on the questions
without carrying conviction to a critic. I therefore had the impor-
tant and pertinent questions circulated among economist friends
with a request to answer them in some detail if they could make
time for the purpose. Prof, Vakil promptly responded with the
articles to which I have drawn attention. The series is really not
concluded. When I came upon the last chapter dealing with the
remedies, I observed that it admitted of re-writing with a view to
fuller and more accurate treatment. I am now trying to induce
Prof. Vakil to re-write the chapter if he can possibly find the time
and has the inclination. If he does send me anything the reader
may expect a further instalment1. Meanwhile, he may regard the
series as concluded.
The articles show clearly and I venture to think conclu-
sively that India is poorer today than 25 years or a longer period
ago and that the poverty is general and not confined to groups.
Prof. Vakil has applied two tests for approving his proposition. He
has shown that though during the past 40 years our average in-
come has increased in the ratio of 1 to 2.74 (and he has accepted
top figures in every. case) the cost of living has increased in the
ratio of 1 to 3.78; in other words we are poorer today to the ex-
tent of 2/7 than we were 40 years ago. He then examines the popu-
lation figures and arrives at the same conclusion- by showing
that, whilst the population has increased, the capacity for coping
1 G. N. VakiPs new series of articles under the title "Remedies of Poverty"
appeared in Toung India dated September 27, October 4, 11 and 18, 1928.